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Light Entering Darkness
Youth Pastor G

Good afternoon, Greeting from Hong Kong,

Thank you for the invitation for giving me this chance to share about my story. | feel really
supportive when | know that a group of Church laypersons and Pastors are praying for Hong
Kong for the coming year. Thank you so much for your prayer, we do need this prayer during
these days.

Today, I would like to share my journey of how God’s light entering the darkness of my
heart. How God is waiting and walking with me during this movement. It was a big test for
me either leave my congregation or continue to love my brothers and sisters.

Start from June 12" last year, | was very upset by the conflict between Hongkongers,

disappointed about the unreasonable violence of the police, worry about our youth who are
being oppressed. Until last month, there are more than 10,000 people being arrested, about
90% are youth who are under 30 years old.
Some of the youth have Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), they cannot sleep and act
normally. Some of them are being kick out by family. Even though the COVID-19 slow down
the movement a lot, these inner trauma are not easy to heal. Daily news about the movement
create high tension in our mind.

My second half of 2019 was my lowest point of my whole life. During the demonstration,
| tried to reduce the conflict between youth and police. Try to be a peace maker. | prayed that
no one would be hurt and arrested almost every night. However, these tension and violence
was increasing, these destructive scene were full of my mind. I was lost and blind and finally
burn out. I was in the darkness and rejected God to save me, rejected His Word and rejected
His comfort.

So at the beginning of 2020, I escaped from HK’s tension and had a 8 days retreat in
Tokyo. I went to a retreat center near Mt. Fuji, I seated under a tree and prayed like Elijah: “I
have had enough, Lord, Take my life, I am no use anymore. Nothing | can do to change the
situation of HK.” Even though my situation was not as worst as Elijah, he was chasing by
Jezebel, who wanted to kill Elijah. But our complaint was similar, why the Evil power of
Jezebel still exists? Where was the Justice? While | was complaining, | slept 3 times a day,
each day slept over 14 hours. Sisters provided 3 delicious meals a day. So | was complaining,
eating, sleeping and complaining again. I told God “I want to give up as a pastor, I just want
to be a normal Christian, it is so difficult to be a youth pastor these days. Nothing | can do to
change the situation.”



One morning, | walked around the tea plant garden, looked at these beautiful flowers. I
saw the value of the flowers even greater than myself. I asked the Lord, “Why you create
human? Why you create me?” So | read Genesis Chapter 1, one scripture was repeated 7
times. “God saw His creation was Good.” It was God’s sovereignty to see what was good and
what was bad. Although in our eyes, the situation of HK was bad, God still in control. God
used this scripture to open my eyes and my heart.

I could not fully accepted and obeyed this message at the beginning, so | brought this
message back to HK and immersed in this scripture until now. I prayed to the Lord, “I can’t
obey in your sovereignty, please mold me, transform me to truly obey in you.” Day by day, |
try to see thing in God’s point of view, not only my point of view. I try to respect different
opinions on one issue. Sometimes it is no right or wrong. It is just our difference. Once | am
willing to obey in God’s sovereignty, my hope is in God. | cannot change the situation, but |
can be faithful to God. This is a very treasurable lesson for learning how to let go of my own
sovereignty of life. We thought we learnt this when we believed in Jesus, actually NO, it is a
life learning progress.

After accepting more about God’s sovereignty, I see the Lord’s Prayer differently, there
are 2 aspects in the Lord’s Prayer. One is to pray for God’s Will and His Kingdom, pray from
God’s point of view, to seek God’s help for His Kingdom. Another one is express our emotion
and needs. We can complain and begging for changing the situation of HK.

We pray because we trust God love you and me.
We pray because we trust He is in control.

When look back, why | can pass this big test, and continue to love the youth as pastor. |
believe the main reason is the prayer from pastors, including Hirano Sensei, who was praying
for me when I was burn out, when I gave up myself, but they didn’t give up on me. God is still
working on us, God never give up on us.

The power of prayer is beyond our imagination. Thank you so much for praying for us. I will
pray for Japan in English, and pray for HK in Cantonese.

Let us pray.

Dear Lord, Thank you for giving us the authority to pray in the name of Jesus. May Lord
strengthen us to follow in your Will but not our Will. May Holy Spirit keep working on us and
be with us.

I pray for Japan that to open people’s eyes and hearts to turn to you, soften their heart to receive
God’s love, to receive your salvation.

| pray for the congregations in Japan. May God slow down their pace and have more Space to
receive your Grace. May Holy Spirit strength Christian’s identity and help us to look up in you
in our daily life. May God bless you, your family and your congregation. We Pray in Jesus
name. Amen.



